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(Mediation)
ORDER OF REFERRAL TO MEDIATION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
Pursuant to Chapter 44 of the Florida Statutes, and Florida Civil Procedure Rules 1.700-1.750, the above styled cause is hereby referred to mediation:
1.   Within fifteen days (ten days plus an additional five days for mailing) of this Order, the parties may mutually agree upon the designation of any certified mediator of their choice. If able to agree, the plaintiff/petitioner shall, within the time period set forth above, file with the Clerk of the Court, and serve upon the parties, the agreed upon mediator, the Mediation Division of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court (73 West Flagler Street, Miami, Florida 33l30; 305-349-7344) [“Division”], and the trial judge's judicial assistant, a Notice of Stipulation of Mediator which shall identify the name, address, and telephone number of the agreed upon mediator.  Upon filing this notice, said mediator shall be deemed designated to mediate without further order of court.
 
2.  In the event the parties are unable to agree upon a mediator within the specified period, the plaintiff/petitioner shall make a Request for Appointment of Mediator from the Division within five days thereafter, certifying that notwithstanding a good faith effort to agree, the parties were unsuccessful in so doing, and requesting said Division to select the next available mediator from the rotating list of certified mediators. The appointment request shall be filed with the Clerk of the Court and copies shall be served upon the Division, all parties, and the trial judge's judicial assistant. The Division shall make said selection and file with the Clerk of the Court a Notice of Designation of Mediator. The Request for Appointment shall be accompanied by a sufficient number of stamped addressed envelopes in order for the Division to serve the Notice of Designation of Mediator upon the parties, the selected mediator, and the trial judge's judicial assistant. Upon filing this notice, the Division's selected mediator shall be designated to mediate without further court order.
 
3.   In the event a party is indigent under Chapter 57, Florida Statutes, or represented by Legal Aid, Legal Services of Greater Miami, or similar pro bono organizations, or determined to qualify as indigent by the trial judge after the entry of an order in full compliance with the requirements of existing administrative orders, or in cases where Metropolitan Miami-Dade County is a party; the plaintiff/petitioner shall prominently note same on the Request for Appointment of Mediator, and the Division is directed to designate as mediator the Court's own in-house mediation unit, free of charge as to said party or parties.
 
4.  The appearance of counsel, and each party or party's representative with authority to enter into a full and complete compromise and settlement, without further consultation, is mandatory. If insurance is involved, an adjuster with authority up to the policy limits or the most recent demand, whichever is lower, shall attend.
 
5.   The mediator shall be compensated at the rate of $125.00 per hour (unless otherwise agreed by the Mediator and parties), with a two (2) hour minimum to be divided equally between all parties. This minimum two (2) hour fee shall be paid at least seven (7) days before the scheduled mediation conference, and any fee balance shall be paid at the conclusion of the conference. Counsel for the respective parties is responsible for financial arrangements with their clients and timely payment of mediation fees. The mediation conference shall not exceed three (3) hours unless the parties otherwise agree and participate longer.
Format Must Be YYYYNNNNNN@@02 where @@ is GD, MH or CP
DONE and ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on this  _______ day of _________________ 20___.
Circuit Court Judge
(Judge Name)
Original to Court File
CC: Mediation Division 
Note: If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please contact the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court's ADA Coordinator, Lawson E. Thomas Courthouse Center, 175 N.W. 1st Avenue, Suite 2702, Miami, Florida 33128, Telephone (305) 349-7175; TDD (305) 349-7174, Fax (305) 349-7355 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
6.   Written notice to the mediator of any change or cancellation of the scheduled mediation conference must be given at least seventy-two (72) hours before the conference. Failure to timely provide notice shall result in the imposition of the two (2) hour minimum fee paid by the canceling party to the mediator, unless the court orders otherwise for exceptional circumstances beyond the parties' control or the mediator agrees to waive this fee.
 
7.  The parties and designated mediator are ordered and directed to proceed with mediation in accordance with Florida's Rules of Civil Procedure. If any of the parties fail to comply with the obligations set forth herein to ensure that mediation is accomplished expeditiously, the court may, on its own motion or on motion of any party, dismiss the case, strike pleadings, enter default, remove the case from the trial calendar, or impose any other sanctions that it may deem appropriate under the circumstances.
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